
Jesse Boyd Elementary School- International Baccalaureate Primary Years Program 

Special Needs Policy 

Jesse Boyd Mission Statement 

Jesse Boyd Elementary school’s mission is to inspire and equip all to become lifelong learners 

and caring world citizens through a challenging and relevant inquiry based curriculum which 

promotes academic excellence, intercultural understanding, and respect. 

 

Rationale 

Jesse Boyd Elementary believes that all students, to reach their fullest potential - mentally, 

physically, emotionally and socially, must be provided with the necessary support to develop 

with a sound mind and body.  Our SEN philosophy supports the school’s mission statement, 

accomplished by the partnership of administration, staff, students, parents and community, 

believing it is our responsibility to develop knowledgeable, balanced, internationally minded 

lifelong learners.  By setting high academic standards, we strive to nurture independent thinkers 

and problem solvers in a culturally diverse environment. 

 

Philosophy 

We believe that all learners have unique needs to consider when helping them to meet / exceed 

their academic and non-academic potential. We apply approaches and support systems that 

address the individual needs and varied learning styles of all students, including those identified 

with special needs (special education and gifted and talented). By recognizing the diversity of 

our collective learning community, we support the development of internationally-minded 

people. 

 

Purpose 

 Our SEN policy guides our practice: 

 To maintain open access to the Primary Years Program for all students 

 To validate and enhance the efforts of our learning community to meet the educational 

needs of all students 

 To define the roles and shared responsibility of each stakeholder (staff, students and 

parents) 

 To unite the IB continuum within PSD 

 To define the structures and systems needed to support all students 

 To align resources 

  

Differentiated Instruction 

Differentiated instruction is the practice of modifying and adapting instruction, materials, 

content, student projects and products, and assessment to meet the learning needs of 

individual students to ensure both academic growth and success in their community and 

world. In a differentiated classroom, teachers recognize that all students are different and require 

varied teaching methods to be successful in school. They see their role as creating that 

environment for their students. 

Differentiation could include resources both inside and outside of the classroom based on the 

learning and emotional needs of a student. In our school students are supported in a manner that 

acknowledges their entitlement to share the same learning experiences that their peers enjoy. 



Wherever possible, students are not withdrawn from the classroom situation however; we 

recognize that there are times when, to maximize learning, children need to work in small groups 

or one-on-one situations outside of the classroom in order to close significant achievement gaps. 

 

Support for students through the RtI process and special education services: 

We are required to use the Response to Intervention (RtI) model as the starting point to identify 

and serve students who need additional academic or behavioral support to make satisfactory 

progress towards meeting grade level expectations. Classroom interventions based on 

recommendations provided by the school Student Based Intervention Team (SBIT) are 

implemented and data collected weekly to determine student progress. If a student does not show 

growth after several interventions have been tried, he/she is referred for a special needs 

evaluation. An evaluation always includes cognitive and academic testing. Testing for speech, 

behavior and physical/motor skills are also conducted if determined to be appropriate. 

Students who qualify for special education services receive daily or weekly support from the 

school special education resource staff. Students’ academic deficits are addressed with research-

based curriculum in reading, math and writing using a pull-out model. The majority of JBE 

students receiving special education support have a specific learning disability. These students 

receive one to two hours of special education service daily. The special education staff 

collaborates with classroom teachers to help provide modifications in the classroom so a student 

can participate in the general/PYP curriculum.  We do have two self-contained classes of 

students with the greatest cognitive, academic and medical needs.  These students are served in 

their classrooms with collaboration with same functioning level grades to incorporate IBPYP 

into their classrooms.   

  
Providing support for student identified as Gifted and Talented (GT): 
Academically Gifted and Talented students are defined by the State of South Carolina as those students 
who are identified in grades 1-12 as demonstrating high performance ability or potential in academic 
areas, and therefore require educational programming beyond that normally provided by the general 
school programming in order to achieve their potential. 
Gifted and Talented students may be found within any racial, ethnic, or socioeconomic group; within 
any nationality; within both genders; and within populations of students with disabilities. 
In order to comply with the South Carolina Education Improvement Act of 1984 and the State of South 
Carolina Regulation R43-220, school districts must provide programming for all Gifted and Talented 
students at the elementary and secondary levels. These programming services shall develop the unique 
talents of students. 
In Spartanburg SC School District 7, Gifted and Talented students are served in the Odyssey program. 
The State approved program model for the Odyssey program is the Resource Room/Pull-out Model. The 
requirements of this model are that gifted students shall receive services for at least 125 minutes per 
week in third grade, and for at least 200 minutes per week in grades four and five. 
The criteria used by the State of South Carolina in the Gifted and Talented identification process, 
outlined in State Board Regulation 42-220 - Gifted and Talented, are: 
· Dimension A: Reasoning Abilities (Met with scores from assessments such as the CogAT or InView) 
· Dimension B: Academic Achievement (Met with scores from assessments such as the ITBS, MAP, or SC 
READY) 
· Dimension C: Intellectual/Academic Performance (Met with scores from the South Carolina 
Performance Tasks assessment, or met with the student’s GPA at the end of grades five through twelve) 



Students who meet the eligibility criteria in two of the three dimensions for Gifted and Talented 
identification are eligible for Gifted and Talented services. 
 
 
Review Process-2019 
Coordinator met with individual specialists, special education teams, and GT team to review and edit 

policy. Policy was presented to whole staff for suggestions and recommendations before publishing.  

Policies are revised and updated every August/September. 

 


